
 

 

1
7
1

7
 B

e
lle

v
u

e
 W

a
y
 N

E
, 

 
B

e
lle

v
u

e
, 
W

A
 9

8
0

0
4
 

C
o

n
g

ra
tu

la
ti

o
n

s
 C

la
s
s

 o
f 

2
0
1

1
! 

 

 

N
O

N
-P

R
O

F
IT

 

O
R

G
. 

U
S 

P
O

ST
A

G
E
 

P
A

ID
 

B
E
L
L
E
V

U
E
 W

A
 

P
E
R

M
IT

 #
 7

8
 

Eastside Academy Proudly Presents the Graduating Class of 2011 

 

 

We have much to celebrate as we wrap up our 10th year of providing an education, drug 

and alcohol recovery, mental health counseling, mentor relationships and alumni services to 

at-risk youth.  Thank You.  We could not have done it without you! 

Highlights from the year include: 

Through all of this, our students are shown the love Jesus Christ, and the most exciting 

message I share with you today is that more students than ever before decided to explore a 

personal relationship with Christ, be baptized, and attend church.  This is truly how these 

precious children will be saved and healed. 

 

Please read the enclosed stories from our eleven Seniors.  Thank you for the role you 

played in these teensô lives, and please share in their joy of this proud day. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Toni Esparza 

Executive Director 

¶ The addition of our Computer Education Program, which is providing teens with 

valuable technology skills. 

¶ Not only did we root for the Eastside Academy Lions basketball team, but we 

added a cheer squad. 

¶ We provided a record number of students with Mentors, and young lives were 

changed through these relationships. 

¶ EA provided parents and alumni with counseling support as well as educational 

forums. 

¶ Our first Alumni Leadership Group was formed, and these former students  

        actively reached out to their classmates.  Several came back to serve as interns. 

¶ Students participated in community service projects at the Seattle Food Bank 

and Parks and Recreation Department. 

¶ We added a Leadership Recovery Class for students who are setting an example 

and helping their peers in their efforts to remain sober. 



Amanda Jean Alexander: Before coming to Eastside Academy, I was known 

as a true wreck, and I did things I shouldnôt have.  Depression and anxiety were 

daily battles, but the weapons I used were drugs, alcohol, and crazy, rebellious 

behavior.  EA has changed my life.  All along, I knew I had intellect, but I never 

really applied myself to the task of school and grades.  At EA, I have learned 

that growth is a process that takes a lifetime, and that determination and strength 

are my main traits.  After graduation, my plan is to go to college to become a 

Psychologist for teenagers. 

Kiley Marie Flanegan Abalos:  My life wasnôt really that bad, but I had a lot of 

anxiety attacks.  Since being at Eastside Academy, I havenôt had as many 

anxiety attacks, and it has become a lot easier to be at school.  One of the most 

helpful things about EA was being in smaller classes, so I could take in 

information.  Iôm proud to be graduating on time, and moving on with my life, 

with nothing holding me back.  After graduation, I am moving to Hawaii with 

my husband, and will go back to school.  My goal and dream is to have a good 

job, start a family, and just be happy. 

Alesa Leanna Clark: When I was at Bellevue High School, I struggled with 

things like grades, trust with my parents, drugs, and my emotions.  I wasnôt 

happy where I was, but I didnôt know how to get myself out of the hole I had 

dug.  Since coming to EA, my grades have improved immensely.  Iôm really 

proud of how far Iôve come academically.  My relationship with my parents has 

improved, and trust has been restored.  I am sober, and plan to stay sober.  I 

have never been happier.  After graduation, I plan to take a year off and work 

full-time so I can save money for college.  My goal is to live a happy life, have a 

job I enjoy, and be financially stable. 

Richelle Marie Caldwell: Life before Eastside Academy was all chaos.  I rarely 

showed up to school, and when I did, I did nothing but lash out.  At home, I was 

constantly disobeying my mother and other adult figures.  I wasnôt going 

anywhere in life, and I wasnôt doing anything to improve my future.  Now, my 

relationship with my family much stronger.  I plan to go to beauty school or 

child care school.  My goal is to be happy, successful, sober, and most of all, 

teach others what Iôve learned at Eastside Academy. 

Angie Calderon:  I attended Eco Academy in Los Angeles before coming to 

Eastside Academy.  At Eco, I didn't go to school that much, and when I did, I 

was always late.  Now, my grades have been better than they have been in any 

other school, and my attendance has improved a lot.  I have learned to help 

people around me.  Iôm proud to be passing my classes and graduating.  After 

graduation, I plan to move back to Los Angeles and find a job.  My dream is to 

be a Medical Assistant. 

Robert Gifford:  Since coming to Eastside Academy, I have developed a better 

relationship with God.  The most helpful thing Iôve learned while at EA is 

keeping an open mind.  Iôve learned that there are more ways than just mine.  

This past year, I am most proud that I prepared for my daughterôs birth, and took 

care of my girlfriend.  After graduation, I plan to work and be a father, and 

pursue higher education later.  My dream is to run my own business, buy a 

house by twenty-five, and be comfortableðwith a big dog. 

Alexandra Somers: My life before Eastside Academy was horrible.  I was 

always getting into trouble, whether it was with my parents, school, or the police.  

My life was being wasted, hanging out with the wrong kind of people, and not 

living life to my full capacity.  My life since becoming a student at EA has been 

way more positive.  I have been responsible, have good grades, and have built a 

better relationship with my parents and family.  The most helpful thing Iôve 

gained from EA is support.  I have many people here who talk to me and help 

me.  Iôm really proud of where I have come from.  Iôve learned a lot about myself.  After 

graduation, I plan to explore life and would like to go to school and be an X-Ray Technician. 

Song Pham: I lacked motivation and didnôt go to school much before I came to 

Eastside Academy.  Since being in this school, my attendance has been a lot 

better and my grades are being kept up.  The most helpful thing Iôve gained along 

the way is learning how to talk and listen to people.  I am most proud of the fact 

that I didnôt give up on high school and that Iôm graduating.  After graduation, I 

plan on going to community college for a few years to figure out what kind of 

career I want.  My goal is to have a job that will not stress me out financially. 

Arya Sossanabadi: I came to Eastside Academy from Bellevue High School.  

Since being here, I have found myself able to focus and understand the 

curriculum in school because the class sizes are smaller.  It has helped me pay 

better attention and learn the material.  The most helpful thing Iôve gained is my 

high school education, and I am most proud of coming back to high school and 

getting my diploma.  After graduating, I will work in a sales job and take classes 

at Bellevue College.  My goal is to be happy and grow successful. 

Photographs courtesy of Ted Cook and Per Thomassen 

Estefania Ornelas Melgar: I was a great and motivated student until I attended 

Renton High School.  There, I learned what it was like to struggle and have a 

lack of support.  My high school was full of bad influences, and I began on a 

destructive path.  At Eastside Academy, I learned values and made a family of 

the people I met.  Attending EA has kept me on the right track and I am 

motivated to continue my education.  I will now be the first in my family to get 

an education, and both my family and I are very proud.  After graduation, I plan 

to stay at Bellevue College and earn my Associates in Pre-Law to later begin a career in Law.  

My dream is to finish a 4 year degree in Law from Stanford University and become a Guardian 

Ad-Litem.  I want to help children leave troubled homes and have a better future. 

Jacob Daniel Meitmann:  My life before Eastside Academy was unfocused and 

long-awaiting Jesus Christ.  I was drinking, smoking weed, and getting into 

trouble, which eventually led me to jail.  It was there that I realized I had so much 

more potential in life.  Since Iôve been at EA, I have found new hope for myself.  

I didnôt think I was going to graduate before I found EA.  Now, I have a whole 

new family that I can help and be helped by.  Being at this school has shown me 

that there is a greater good in life than living in a haze from drugs and alcohol.  I 

canôt stress enough how much God has had to do with this.  I now have faith in Him, and for my 

life.  Iôm proud to be graduating in June, and will be working as a dock rigger.  In the future, I 

just want to be in a position where I can help my family and others who need it. 


